
T H E a R I G I f \ ] / \  L E G E f N J D 
Written by Tom K i ta C h a r a Lodge, the legend of the Lenni 
Lenape t r ibe of the Delaware Indians was soon adopted by 
the Nat ional Order of the Arrow and pr inted in some of the 
ear l i e r ed i t ions of the Order of the Arrow Handbook. 
It is s t i i l used in the ca l l -ou t ceremonies of Tom K i t a C h a r a 
Lodge. 
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S/WOSET C O U N C I L \S SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

DRAMATIZATION OF THE LEGEND OF THE LENNf 
LEiJAPE TRIBE OF THE DELAWARE INDIANS 

R E A D E R ; LONG YEARS AGIO| I N T H E D I M ACES orrTMc F A S T ^ THE L C N N I LENAPC 

TRiec or THE OELAV/ARE I N D I A N S I N H A B I T E D T H E OJCLAWARE R I V E R VALUEY^ HERE 

T H C Y r^URSUEO T H E D E E R , T H E B E A R , T H E W I U O Q A T , A N O T H E PANTHER^ T H E V 

HUNTED AND F I S H E D ^ T H E I R V I U L A G E S WERE NUMEROUS AND POWERFUC; T H E I R 

HUNTING P A R T I E S STRONG; THEY T I L L E D t H E F I E L D S AND FOLLOWED THE C H A S E , 

THEY»AERE A P » E A C E F U L PEOPLE^ NEVER WARRING W I T H OTHER T R I B E S U N L E S S F I R S T 

ATTACKED* T H E S^/10KE AROSE FROM T H E ' R W f G W A M S AS T H E Y R E T U R N E D FROM T H E 

HUNT, AND T H E I R O o U N C I L F I R E S B L A Z E D B H I G H T L V AS AROUND THEM T H E Y SMOKED 

T H E I R f t P E OF PEACE«» J IANY MOONS THEY L I V E D : N T H I S B L I S S F U L S T A T E OF HAPf»V 

CONTENTMENT* MOTHER EARTH ^ S H A P P V A W A K E N I N G H E R A L D E D T H E Y E A R L Y A R R I V A L 

o r SPRING-* S P R I N G T I M E BLOSSOMED I N I O S U M M E R - — S U M M E R MATURED INTO 

A U T U M N AUTUMN F A D E D INTO W i N T E R , I N WHAT S E E M E D A N E V E R - E N D I N G SUCCESSION 

or SEASON* B U T , A CLOUD AROSE ON T H I S PEACEFUL SCENEC NE IGHBORHING T R I B E S 

AND D I S T A N T E N E M I E S B E Q A N T O R A I D T H E I R HUNT!NG GROUNDS* THEN , CHINGAHGOOK^ 

T H E C H I E F o r T H E L^NNI LE^^APE T R J B E , MADE JNQU'RY-, 

CHtNACHGOOK: wf̂ /iv Cn iE rs , THESE ARE I N D E E D FEARFUL DAYS* OUR V I L L A G E S ARE 

ENDANGERED BV T H E ONANDOGO, THE HURONS, AND THE CAYUGAS* WE MUST WARN 

THCM^ AND HELP T H ET̂ i DEFEND T H E I R WIGWAMS^, / H O AMONG YOU W I L L CARRY T H E 

M E S S A G E O F WARNING TO OUR BROTHERS ,^ 

FIRST CHIEF: "WHY SHOULD WE ENDANGER OUR L I V E S FOR OUR NEIGHBORS? 

SECOND Oi lEF i •̂ WE MUST PROTECT O U R S E L V E S — L E T OUR NEIGHBORS TAKE CARC or 

THEMSELVES,^' 

THIRD CHIEF: "CHINACHGOOK GROWS OLD WORRYING ABOUT T H O S E AWAY r R o M H E R E * 

WHY DOES HC NOT T H I N K MORE ABOUT US?^^ 



U N C A S : %]y F A T H E R , H E R E A M I , S E N D M E * A L L T H E S E V I L L A G E S A R E O F O U R 

B L O O D , T H E L E N N I LENAPE* ' / H A T I S D A N G E R T O O N E I S D A N G E R T O A L L * THE 

N E E D I S U R G E : N T * THEY A R E S I X T O O U R O N E , A N D I F W E A R E T O S U R V I V E A S 

A N A T I O N , r / E M U S T A L L S T A N D 3 V E A C H O T H E R * 

CHINACHGOOK; ^'UNCAS, M Y S O N . I N Y O U I N D E E D F L O W S T H E B L O O D O F M I G H T Y 

F O R E F A T H E R S ^ , i /Y H E A D I S B O W E D ? N S H A M E A S t L O O K A B O U T M E A N D S E E M Y 

C H I E F T A I N S V /HO W O U L D S P E A K B R A V E L V A T T H E C O U N C I L , Y E T F E A R T O L I F T T H E 

T O M A H A W K A G A I N S T T H E I R E N E M Y ^ YOU D E P A R T U P O N A M I S S I O N F R O M W H I C H T H E R E 

BE N O R E T U R N . AS Y O U T R A V E * . T H E . T R A I L S , S E E K K R O M A M O N G O T H E R S T H O S E 

W H O W I L L U N S E L F I S H L Y S E R V E T H E C A ' J S E : N W H I C H W E A R E E N L ^ S T E D ^ AS E A C H 

G E T S T H I S H I G H E R V I S I O N , S E N J A ,W FO R Th' O N H I S E R R A N D S O F C H E E R F U L S E R V I C E * 

SOSME ; I . 

R E A D E R ; T H E N J CHINGCHGOOK, - H E GH E F , AIJD H ^ S S O . M , UNCASJ, S E T T O W D R K O 

I N E V E R Y V I L L A H E W E R E S O M E W H O ^^ERt£ W : L L ; N G T-O G : V E T H E M S E L V E S C H E E R F U L L Y 

r N T H E S E R V I C E O F O T H E R S * 

F I R S T C H I E F ; ^^UNCAS, S O N O F CH:NGCHGOOK, W H A T B R I N G S Y O U S O F A R F R O M Y O U R 

H U N T I N G G R O U N D S ? * ' 

U N C A S : " i . iY B R O T H E R , 1 H A V E C O M E T O W A R N Y O U T H A T T H E O N A N D A G O S , T H E 

H U R O N S , A N D T H E C A Y R U G A S A R E P R E P A R ' ^ N G T O A T T A C K Y O U , , WE M U S T G A T H E R O U R 

P E O P L E F O R B A T T L E * I H A V E D O N E S O B E C A U S E W E A R E B R O T H E R S A N D A S S U C H 

M U S T B E L O Y A L T O E A C H O T H E R , , IV< L L B O T H O F Y O U N O T J O I N M E T H A T W E M A Y 

W A R N A L L O U R P E O P L E ? ^ 

SECOND CHI E F : 'HYHY S H O U L D I R I S K M Y L ; F E F O R T H E M ? * ^ 

F I R S T C H I E F : W I L L J O I N Y O U , UNCAS,, I W A N T T O H E L P Y O U . W 

SCENE M l 

R E A D E R : «THEIR E N E M I E S W E R E C O M P E L L E D T O R E T I R E T O T H E I R O W N B O R D E R S 

A N D W H E N P E A C E W A S D E C L A R E D B E T W E E N T H E M , T H E Y W H O F I R S T W E N T O U T 



- 3 -

C H E E R r U L L Y T O S E R V E T H E I R K I N S M E N W E R E R A I S E D TO P L A C E S O F H I G H E M I N E N C E 

I N T H E T R I B E B Y T H E CH I E F * 

CHINACHGOOK: " M Y G R O T H E R S , Y O U H A V E S E E N E L E V A T E D T O T H E H O N O R O F C H I E F 

B E C A U S E VOU W E R E V / t L L I N G T O S A C R I F I C E Y O U R L I F E T H A T O T H E R S M I G H T L I V E * " 

UNCAS: %]y N O B L E F A T H E R , T H E S E C H I E F S H A V E A R E Q U E S T T O M A K E O F Y O U . C H I E F 

BLACKHAWK W I L L P R E S E N T T H E I R C A U S E O " 

BLACKHAVVK: ^^MIGHTY C H I E F , W E F E E L T H A T T H E R E A R E O T H E R S W H O P E R F O R M 

S E R V I C E S F O R T H O S E A B O U T T H E M V^MTHOUT R E W A R D * T H E Y S H O U L D B E H O N O R E D F O R 

T H E I R L A B O R S * \ 7 E S U G G E S T T H A T Y O U FOR. / t AN O R D E R W H I C H W O U L D M A K E S E R V I C E 

I T S W A T C H W O R D ^ ' ' 

READER: AND T H E S E B R A V E S B E C A M E S O C O N V ! N C E D O F T H E T R U T H O F H I S M E S S A G E 

T H A T T H E Y B E S O U G H T T H E C H I E F TO P E R P E T U A T E ! T I N SOME M A N N E R * So, 

CHI N A C H G O O K BOUND TH Ê .l T O G E T H E R W S E C R E T BROTHERHOOD I N T O W H I C H O N L Y T H E Y 

C A N BE A D M I T T E D WHO C A N F O R G E T T H E I R OWN I N T E R E S T S A N D A D V A N C E M E N T W H I L E 

L O O K I N G O U T F O R T H O S E O F T H E I R BROTHERSr^ AND T H E S E M U S T B E S O C O N S I D E R E D 

A N D R E C O M M E N D E D FOR M E M B E R S H I P DY T H E I R A S S O C ! A T E S g 

UNCAS ; "MY B R O T H E R S , I O F F E R Y O U A S T H E S Y M B O L O F O U R O R D E R , T H I S A R R O W ^ 

I T S P O I N T I S K E E N , A I M E D H I G H , I T S C O U R S E S U N D E V I A T I N G , I T S D I R E C T I O N O N W A R D 

A N D U P W A R D , I T , T H E R E F O R E , B E C O M E S A T O K E N O F L E A D E R S H I P , A N D AS S U C H , 

W E S H O U L D A D O P T I T ^ 

READER: AND S O W E , T H E F O L L O W E R S O F T H E E A R L Y I N D I A N O N T H I S S O I L , B E C O M E 

H E I R S TO T H E B R O T H T R H O O D , I N H E R I T T H E T R A D I T I O N S A N D I D E A L S , A S W E L L A S 

T H E RED ARROW, S Y M B O L O F U N S E L F I S H D E V O T I O N I N T H E S E R V I C E O F O T H E R S * 

CHINACHGOOK: «i.;Y B R O T H E R S , F O R W E A R E N O T I N D E E D B R O T H E R S , I W O U L D 

R E M I N D Y O U , " H E W H O S E R V E S H I S F E L L O ^ ^ ' S I S O F A L L M I S F E L L O W S G R E A T E S T * ' ^ 

FOLLOW A N D A S S I S T M E T O D I S C O V E R W H E T H E R W E H A V E B R A V E S P R E S E N T W H O S H O U L D 

B E T E S T E D FOR M E M B E R S H I P I N OUR O R D E R * ^ 


